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| Gentlemen, 1 

T HIS Plain Diſcourſe, drawn up 
. in very great Haſt is Expos d to the 
PPublicꝶ, in pure Compliance with your 
=) Unanimous and Earneſt Requeſts. Such 
as it is, I heartily Preſent it to Jou, and 
iſb it may Anſwer the End Jou Pro- 
poſe, and was Deſign d, when it was 
Preach'd by 


Tour humble Servant, 


EDM. ARCHER, 


— 


r 


& 4 


* z 


<A? 


? 


.* 
5 


—— I 
„ien 
ii Tf 


qo 


* % 


wa 


1 


* 


MM 


* nll 
*. bo 


i# j; 


£43 
2 


- 


* 


2 Corimians vir. 9. 


For ye know the grace of eur Lord 
* J=$us Chrif, that though he was 
rich, yet for your fakes be became 


| Poor, that ye e 5 Wee 
might be rich. 


HESSE Wards n by 8 Pat 
ö 4 ˙·——— „3 
to finath that liberal 
ColleQion which they had begun to 
ö make for the poor ant nee 
"At the firſt Preaching of the Gaſpe of Cir, 
they that embraced the Chriſtian Faith, were 
ſure of nathing in this World, but certain Mi- 
ſery, to be reduced to a paar ftate and condi- 
tion of Life. At the fame time that the 
vent about « 
and exhorting them to cantenue in the faith, they 
Z alſo aflured them, chat it muſt be air 
tribulation that they were ta enter into 


dom of Gad. The Jaws at Rome (aid very 
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+ Y make for the poor perſecuted Saints at Jeru- 


* N 


For ye know the grace 


and exhorting 


2 Corinthians vm. 9. 


of aur Lord 
Jz$us Chrif, that though he wws 
rich, yet for your ſakes be became 
Poor, that ye rang bs und 
might be rioh. 


"*" HESE Wards are ud by 5c Pad 
th 22 Perſuaſive to the gene · 

us Cerintluanc, to ſiniſh that liberal 
Colleen which they had — 


alem. 
At the firſt Preaching 


of the Gaſpel of (iii 


they that embraced the Chriftian Faith, were 


ſure of nathing in this Warld, but certain Mi- 
ſery, to be reduced to a poor ſtate and condi- 
tion of Like. At the fame timo that the 
went about c the Sanlr of the Zee au 
them to cantinae in the faith, they 
7 alſo aflured them, that it muſt be thro much 
tribulation that they were ta enter iato 
dom of. Gad. The Jews at Rome (aid very ttue, 
when they told St Paul, that the Sect of the as. is. Þ2. 


112 . was cri where * Again. As 


both 


(2) 
both Nyman. and Fews conſpired together tb 
Hb 3. 1. Sacrifice the High Preeſt of — Issus 
Chriſt, ſo afterward both ems and Heathens un- 
animouſly agreed to perſecute to the Death di 
all that called on the Name of Chriſt; they gi 
gave them no Peace or Quiet while alive, all | 
when they obliged them to ſeal the Teſtimony | 
of their Faith with their Blood, they invented 
the moſt exquiſite ways of Torture, their own 7 
Malice aſſiſted with that of the Devil could 
poſſibly ſuggeſt to them. © mi 
But more e efpechlly at Jeruſalem , that. fa- | 
mous ala e of Cruelty, the Governours of the 
ws, uſed their utmoſt Efforts to Stifle this ne. 
eligion in its Birth. And this they thought how 
themſelves the more obliged to do, becauſe ſci 
ads 3. 1. There they murdered the Frince of Life, There 
2 Roſe 3 in from the Dead, and gave that 
isfactory Confirmation of the 
— of his Religion, which they very well Zhi 
knew He himſelf had Appeal d to before his of 
Death, and which nothing but the moſt invin- tc 
cible Prejudice could ſtand the Shock of; and 
the moſt Reſolute Malice and Obſtinacy could 
John 2. * As St Paal obſerves to the. Theſſalo- ny 
nian, T. hey bath killed the Lord Is us, and their the 
hk 26 FF baue perſecuted, ur: \they pleaſe l. 


45 e cee, thy all men, | 


3 ar 


(4) | 
their Rage and Malice in perſecuting the poor 
Chriſtians, and reducing them to the great Trials 
and Temptations of Miſery and Poverty to 
diſſuade Men from Embracing this new Reli- 
gion, and oblige others to Deny it, who! had 

already ed it; here was great Opportu- 
nity — thoſe who abounded in Wealth and 
Plenty, to provide for the Miſery 1. Necef- 
5 15 of their —— 34456 1-245 
The Church of Chriſt was then bud one Fu- 
mily of Love; the Chri all the world over 
1 of the ſame 2 — of Faith, loved a Bre- Gl. 6. 10. 
= thren, provided for one another's wants, and 3. . 
demonſtrated by their liberal Contributions, 
bow gladly they owned themſelves to be Di- 
ſciples of Hin who, while he lived upon n; 
—— went about doing good, Act. ro. 3. 
When Chriſt expired upon the Croſs, you 
find there a rich Man, who even then owned 
| Fiiimſait to be his Diſeiple, he begged his Body 
of Pate, and laid it in his own new Tomb, 
to demonſtrate his Value and Eſteem for his 
ruifed Saviour; ſo afterwards in the Infant 
perſecuted State of the Church, there were ma 
alo- ny Rich and Subſtantial Perſons, who Efpouſed - - 
thei Ehe Cauſe of the Chriſtian Religom and Re- 
! 3 thoſe that were in — —. — 
ur 9 . as were -poſſeſſors or | 
* e of the things that _.. 
Ye ok — our — 2 ˖ {x Apoſtles feet, 
and diſtribution mas made to every man accoru- 
x 4s . bad need. Ade 35. Indeed 1 


18 


(4) 
multitude of them that be liov d were of one bears, 
and of one — — that 
of the rums le poſſoſſed mum 'bis o, but A 
24 all things common, ver. 32. So that in chat 75 
Stevous time of Perſecution no man 1 
but a generous Pro viſion was made for every 4 
mans Neceſſity out of the publick Stock of 


the Church, which the Apoſtles and Deacons | 7 


were the prudent Diſtributers of. 
And not only did the Chriſtians at Fern- 4 
falem provide for the Support of their poor 


Brethren there, but the Ohriſtians in remote 1 


parts made Collections alſo to ſupply their 
wants, in any time of diſtreſs. When the Pro- 
phet Agabus at Antrorh foretold a great Deartk 
that ſhould extend through 
man Empire, the Chriſtians there ar 
therr ability ſent relief tothe Brethren in Fudea \ + 
which they deliver d vo the Elders by #he bands of © mi 
Barnabas and Saul. Aol. 1 l. 48, 30. ri 
Orcher Collections alſo were made ut nk 3+ 
times by the Chriſtians in Macedonia and Achain, 
and from their Forwardneſs and Generofity * 


? 
to 
IF 
8: | 


the whele N. 


doth St Paul Excite the Corinthians to make ver 
the fame declarations of the fmcerity of their 


engage them to Perſue their : ; 
intention, hie propoſes to chem the Conſite- 4 


{ove to *Chtiſt and his Saints ver. 8. And to WF 
deſign and F 2 


Feb. 12. 2. Tation of JESUS Hriſt, the author of our Fawh, Pin 
and the 'grations Benefits all that believe in 


him do receive by the Merit of his moſt pre- 
1 ſuſfer inge for us and. in Our Read. Fr, 


"FEES ye a IN 


5 7 

m #he grace of our Lord Iss Chriſt, 
fi thouwh — ju * . 
„ e e poverty wage "bp 
1 Inwhich wardsrhaſs three things offer chem- 
3 — to our conſideration. 


| Faſt, that J=svs Chriſt before his State 
of Poverty and Humiliation in chis N * 


1 chat notwithſtanding hs was Rich 
> ima Preex iſtent State, He voluntarily became 
= Poor. 
1 Thirdly, that this eutontary Humiliation of 
the Son of God was for our ſakes, for our 
Benefit and Advantage; that we through his 
pour mig bt be Rech. From whence in the 
Jadea 272 plave, we cannot but evidently ſee the 
nds of mighty obligations which lie upon al Chri- 
..* FI\trans to imitate this marvellous Kindneſs and 

or Compaſſion to the whole rave of Mankind; 
that they alſo extend their Charity and Bene- 
volence to any Brother in diſtreſs and po- 
e N as far thats Abilities en . 


b Fin, Ta sus brit before. his State o po- 
Sverty and Humiliation in this World was Rub; 
da- C 
A pin o l hadl 
in What St Paul here means by Chriſt's being | 
FRich, in other places of his writings, is more 
aud and emphatically expreſſed: as when he 


ſaith, 


(6) 
ehil.z. 6. faith, that he was in the Form of God, and thought 
Col. 1. 15. it not robbery to be equal with Gad; and that he ir 
Rom, 9. j the Image of the inviſible God, that he is over-all © 
Goa bleſſed for ever: by which and many other 


the like Expreſſions he means, that Jesus 71 
Chriſt was really and eſſentially God, as it is 
expreſſed in the Nicene Creed, he was Light V 


of Light, God of God, very God of very God, 


gotten not made, and of one Subſtance with the Fa- 3 | 
preface for ther. What therefore we believe of the glory of the © 


4% Father, the ſame we believe of the Son 4 
difference or inequality. Therefore St Paul calls 


Heb. 1. 3. Him the Brightneſs of his Father 7 Glory, an d the | g 


expreſs Image of his perſon, by whom all things 7 


in the beginning had their Being from the 


higheſt Angel to the meaneſt Inſect that crawls F 


cel. 1, 16, On the earth. For by him, ſaith St Paul, were n 
all things created that are in heaven, and that are 


thrones or dominiont, or principalities and powers: 
all things were created by him and for him. In ſhort, * 


„Tim. 6. he was then, and is now the Bleſſed and onely Po- Ir 


15,16. tentate, the Ning of Kings and Lord-of Lords, who © 
onely hath immortality, dwelling in the light mb 6 

John 17. 5. n man can approach unto, This is the Glory, 
which Chriſt bad with his Father before the world 


was: the enjoying which is what St Paul calls fr. 
here his being rich; and although he was thus I. 
Rech 5 infinitely happy and glorious, yet we 4 
are aſſured he became Poor; which is the next in 


thing we are to conſider, to wit, 
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(9) 
45 

himſelf o 10 7 tion, ſaith St Paul, He Em 
himſelf of all his heavenly: Glory and Digni- 


in the Nicene Creed, he came down from Flea- 
ven, and mas Incarnate by the. Holy Ghoſt of the 


7 irgin Mary and was made Man: He took ' upon Phil, 2. 7. 
bim the form of a Servant and was made in the 


5 
2 
* 


breach and all things, he who is the Author and 


s ZGiver of all the comforts and bleſſings of this 


came poor, and took upon bim the form of a 
Servant, ſuffered himſelf to want even han com- 


mon Neceſſaries of Life. : 


93 Bl had; to let men know that the 


The Ning of Glory was born in a Stable Re 
and laid in a Manger, *:becauſe there was no 


room for his parents in the Inn. The firſt 


perſons to whom his birth was Reveal d by 


the Angels were poor Shepherds, keeping watch | 
. men 2. 


oder their flock: by might , and theſe 
were the firſt Viſitants this: Lord from heaven 


ld meaneſt perſons are ſo far from being excluded . 


1 Goſpel, ſuch favours which they that are rich 


from, that many times they are highly qua- 
$ lified to receive the greateſt favours of the 


Tim. 5. 17. 
a this World and many times truſt in uncer- N 


8 | fain riches do careleſsly flight and reject, like 
5 ” ts lier dos Cds wochen, Habak. 3. 2. LXX. 
| 'prophane 


\ 


MSN) _ un 
* * 


pooreſt and] cor rg." 


„the Poverty of Chriſt. He made run. 4. 5 


£ 
„ 


ty: The Word was made Fleſh, or as tis expreſs d @joba x, 17 


That Mercifull God, who gives to all life and va . a. 


= life, and from his liberal hand ſatzsfieth the de- vr, 145. 16. 
5 fre of every living thing, yet be, when he be- 


(9) 

eb. 12.16, Propllane Efau under valuing thoſe honorable 

7. Priwileges, which when once forfeited, are not 
to be 3 even with flouds of Tears, or 
the moſt bitter Lamentations. 

This ſnould teach us hkewiſe, that fince God 
Almighty hath not excluded the meaneſt Per- 
ſon living from the Benefits and Privileges of 

therefore we ought not to- overs 
tho never fo poor and 


the 
look our Brethren, 


needy, or deſpiſe Men that follow a ow Call- 


ing or mean Profeſſion, and are o 
get their daily Bread by the Sear ot” weed 


— Bleſſed Lord, as he came into the Wh 
in this poor and mean Condition, hved with 
his Parents till he was of the age of Thirty 

Lukez.51-Years, and was Subjeft to them: So very Sub- 
jet was He, that He wrought and laboured 
in the ſame Trade and Calling with his re- 
puted Father, and got his es as 
Martyr tells us, by making Ploughs and Yokes; 
and therefore He is called by the unbelieving 
Marke6. 3. Inhabitants of his own City, The Carpenter: Is 
not this the Carpenter? And this He ſubmitted 
to, to teach us to follow his Example, and let 
us know; that Idleneſs is inexcuſable in the 
pooreſt Perſon, and to put thoſe in mind, who 
Abound with Riches and Plenty, to take care, 


that poor and indigent Perſons may be brought 


bliged to 


4 Tab 75 — unrennâ i ire Cy oy 
| Cozar ds er 
* p. * 


t up, 
5 = 


, Aube wa 
, gy} Bier. 


(9) 
up in ſome honeſt and indaſtrious Calling and . 
may by God s Bleſſing become uſefet Members 
of the Commonwealth,  - 
NA eee 7 od 

u to Bapti 5 an pub IC 
ter upon his Saving Mmiſtry and Preach the 
Kingdom of God, and Invite + all Men by Faith 
and Repentance to Embrace the gracious Of- 
ſers of Salvation, yet even then through the 
whole courſe of his Miniſtry, did He patiently 
Submit to the utmoſt excefles of Contumely 
and Reproach, Slander and Detraction; the 
moſt violent and unnatural Conſtructions were 
put upon the moſt Innocent Actions of his 
Life, and ſuch as were moſt Uſeful and Bene- 
"Ka to Mankind. Tho he went about doing good, 
and labour d to Reclaim Men from Vie and . 
Immorality, and Relieve them from the grie- 
vous burden of Sickneſs aud Diſeaſes, yet how 
many times were moſt of theſe Acts of Ten- 
dernefs and Compaſſion uncharitably Cenſured 
as unſeaſonable Breaches of the Law: of Moſes ? 
The gration words, which proveeded out of bis Luk. 4. 14, 
mouth, were Condemn d as Blaſphemous and Pro- 
phane, and He himſelf Stigmatized as a 
tonom mam and à wine - biber, a' friend of Publi- 
cans and Sinnerr, onely for condeſcending to 
Reform the worſt of Men by his engagi and 
inſtructive Converſation. And tho he did f6 
much Good to the Bodies and Souls of Menz 
yet He himſelf was the moſt deſpiſed and re- Ilai. 33. 3r 
2 of abe, a' mas of ** and arquaint- 


Mat. 1. 19. 


ed 


(10) 


ell with grief; deſtitute of neceſſary accomoda- 
tions, inſomuch that he gave this diſcourag - 
ing anſwer to one that deſired. to be his Di- 


Mar. f. ac. ſeiple and follow him, Ihe Foxes: have holes , 


and the Birds of the air have neſts, but the Son 
of Man hath not where to lay hu bead. 


He who preſerves both. Man. and Beaſt, and 


Pla. 147. 9 „ feedeth the young ravens when they call upon him 


yet here upon earth was both Hungry and 


Thirſty, Reduced to the Utmoſt ftraits and ne- 


and give them far me and thee. Mat. 17, 7. 


ceſſities, to teach us Patience and Contented- 
neſs of mind, and a modeſt chearfull Reſig- 
nation to the Will of our Heavenly Father, 
even in the loweſt degree of Ae and Po- 
vert, 

He was Poorer than his own Diſciples, and 
they were generally poorer than moſt. men, 
Fiſhermen of a moſt obſcure, illiterate and con- 
temptible Countrey. Nay ſo. very Poor was 
our Heavenly Maſter that when the Collectors 
of the Tribute demanded the half Shekel paid 
every year to the Temple to maintain the 
daily Sacrifice, he Wanted even ſo ſmall a ſum 
as that, and was at the expence of a Miracle 
to provide money for himſelf, and one of his 
favourite Apoſtles, Go to the ſea, 1aid he to. 
Peter, and caſt an hook, and take up the fiſh that 
firſt cometh up: and when thou haſt opened hy. 
mouth, thou hat find a: piece of mony : = take 


This poor and miſerable life was concluded 
with a f amefull e Death, the Pu- 
bt 2 | niſhment 


* 


(1110 


niſhment of the vileſt of Crithinals:' Ex hum blad run: a x 
himſelf,” and became obedient unto death, even the 


death of the croß. In the very Agonies of Death, 


He was Railed at and Reviled by the perſons 


he had moſt highly oblig d, and inſtructed 
with his Heavenly Doctrine; Betrayed by one 


of his own Friends and Followers, and in his 


laſt minutes Deſerted by all but one, and his 
own Mother. Nay ſo great an object of Scorn 


and Contempt was this gracious Lover of Souls wi: 1.16. 


become, that one of the Malefactors who was 


Executed with him Railed at and baſely 1n- 


ſulted him; who inſtead of Bemoaning his own 
wretched Fate, or Repenting of thoſe into- 
lerable Enormities which had brought him to 
that untimely End, added fin to fin, and 
breathed out his impious Soul with Impudence, 
Scarility and Blaſphemy. And all this we are 
to conſider in the e 


Third place, he voluntarily Submitted to for 
our ſake, that we through his poverty might be rich. 
The End and Deſign of this amazing Con- 
deſcention of the Son of God was to Redeem 
and Recover the loft Eſtate of Man, to Ap- 
peaſe his Father's Wrath, and Satisfy the Ju- 
{tice of God, by Offering his own Body on 
the Croſs, as a Full, Perfect, and Suffuient Sa- 
crifice, Oblation, and Sati faction for the Sins 


of the whole World. By hu death, he bath de- aa. . 14. 
ſtroyed him that had the power of death, that is, 
the Devil; he hath redeemed us to God by bu blood n. ,. ,. 


C 2 and 


612) 

ke: i. and purchaſed for us an inheritunte undefiled, and 
ur. And that ve might be put into a full Poſ- 
col. i. ua ſeſſion of this Inheritance with the Saints in hight, 
Tit. 2. 14. he gave himſelf for Us, that he might redeem us 
ele i. . from all iniquity, and deliver us from thu preſent 
evil world, and puriſie unto himſelf a pecultar 
people, zealour of good works, 3 3 3] 
Thus are we Rich through the generous Po- 
verty of Ess Chriſt; and being thus Enrich- 

ed by Him, and deſigned by Him to be zealous 
of good works, what manner of good works 
ought we to be more zealous of than ſuch, 
as he who maketh us Rich Delighted in Himſelf, 
in the time of this his Poverty and Diſgrace, 
when He went about doing good. The mighty 
Obligation to do which, both from the Ex- 
ample of I Ess Chrift, and the Conſideration 
of the Benefits we receive from his Poverty, 
comes now in the | - 


''- " » - Fowrthand laſt place to be conſidered. When 

aur Bleſſed Saviour firſt began himſelf to Preach 

his Saving Dactrine, it was in Galilee, to a 

People devoted to Ignorance and Stupidity; 

ſo very Remarkable were they for theſe, that 

our Lord's being but Reputed a Native of that 

Countrey, was thought by ſome to be a rea- 

ſonable Foundation for Rejecting his Pretences 

to the Office of Me. Even he that was an 

jobn 1. 46. Hraslite indeed ſaid, Can there any good thing come. 

lohn 7. HP Nazareth? Hall Chriſt come vut af * 
Sr 41 


a — eople of t 

5 Vet to the P Khis 
were the unſearchable Riches of the 
— of God firſt offered by JESUS Chriſt 
himſelf, to teach us by his'own Example to 
take Pity and Compaſſion on the Ignorant an 
Unleurnad, that they be inſtructed in the Prin- 
ciples of Religion, that effectual care be taken 

to teach poor Children to Read, for want of 
which they run not onely into an unavoidable 
Ignorance of the Fundamental Articles of the 
Chriſtian Faith, but are more eaſily ſeduced 
into the greateſt Extravaganoics of Immoralicy 
and Prophaneſs. 

In the Hiſtory of our Saviour's Beneficial and 
—— Life, 2 have * 2 125 ſome 
Pious perſons, who brought young Infant, to Te 
Chriſt, hat he he ſhould av his Hands on them, La 3 
and Pray over them. His peeviſh Diſciples in- 

deed — offence at the earneſt Piety and De- 
votion of theſe People, as if they deſired a 
troubleſome impertinent thing of their Maſter. 

But when Rs us ſaw it, ſaith the Text, he was Mar. 10 14 
much diſpleaſed: He corrected the Raſhneſs.and 
Indiſcretion of theſe narrow-foul'd Diſciples, - 

and ſaid, Suffer the little children to come unto me, 

and forbid them not, for of ſuch is the Kingdom of 

God; and accordingly He took them up in his 

an enn n them, and ad them 

By this Inſtance you xy how ESUS : 
teacheth us, that even young Infants who are 
carried in their Mothers arms are capable f 
Receiving * Bleflings; and ſince he wack: WT 
915 . et 
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etk us this, ought not we diligently to take 
care to Bring young children to Chriſt, De- 
dicating them to his Service, and Inſtructing 
them in the Principles of his Religion? This 
is an act of Charity which is not only due to 
our own Children, but even to the Children of 
others, eſpecially. thoſe who are poor and un- 
able, and muſt of neceſſity ſtand in need of 
ſome Kind aſſiſtance to promote ſo Good and 
Pious a work. Ln en are He NORL 
Mat. 18.10. Take heed then that ye diſpiſe not one of theſe 
little ones; for 1 Jay unto you, that in heaven their 

. angels do always behold the face of my Father which 

6 in heaven. Thoſe bleſſed Spirits who con- 
ftantly attend the execution of God's will, are 

the Miniſters of Divine Providence to theſe: 

little ones, by whom they are Guarded and 
Protected from that vaſt nunber of Accidents 

they are expoſed to, in their weak and help- 

leſs ſtate. As the Holy Pſalmiſt piouſly acknow- 

cal. 71. 6. ledgeth, By thee have I been holden up from the 
womb : thou art he that took me out of my mothers 

bowels, my praiſe ſhall be continually of thee. Let 

us ſo far imitate theſe holy and good natured || 8 

| Beings who Rejoyce in the proſperity of man- Nen 
| kind and Delight to do us Good, as to do what 1 5 e 
| in us lies to Provide for the Souls and Bodies the | 
of thoſe that are moſt expoſed to Want and 1 
Ignorance, that we too may become a ſort of | Wor 
Guardian Angels to theſe poor little ones, and || FE 
prove the happy means of Conducting them in- | 
to the ſure way that leads to everlaſting _ 14 
e | en 10 
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once did \ Think 


| works of Mercy and Charity as theſe are, we 


( i ) 

When we confider how much depends u : 
the inſtilling good principles of Piety and Re- 
ligion into the children of the poorer' fort of 
men, not only how much the Honor of God 
and the Chriſtian Religion is Advanced by it, 
but how much real Benefit and Advantage ac- 
crues to mankind by it, by Recovering poor 
vagrant Souls out of che Snare of the Devil, 
and Delivering them into the Arms of that 
Lover of mankind, who Shed his blood to Re- 
deem them from fin and wickedneſs; ſay efron 
we ſeriouſly conſider how we make theſe 1 
children Partakers of the unſearchable riches * Epher. 3. 9. 
Chriſt, with what Complacency and Satisfaction 
may we reflect upon the numbers of thoſe 
indigent perſons we have been the happy means 
of breeding up in the nurture and admonition of xphef 6. 4. 
the Lord; and how many times the bleſſing of Job 29. 13. 
him that was r * eriſh, came upon 
we have made the s heart to 1 — 4 
Then with a great modeſt affurance we may 1a 2, 
to God, as the 2 Generous Nebemiah 
my God, fur good, accord- Veh. 5. ig; 
ing to all that I have Ante for bf tha people: and again, 
Remember me, O my\ God, concerning thit,, and; 14 
wape not out my good deeds that I have tone Yor" 
the houſe of my Goa, and the offices thereof. 

And as a farther Encouragement to do fact 
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are Aſſured by him, Who for our ſakes became” 
poor, that the Charity of the Meaneft perſon,” | 
expreſſed even in the Loweſt * ſhall 'be- 
Thank- 
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Mar. 10.42, Thankfully acknowledged. Whoſorver ſhall give 
to armh unto one of little ones, that is, one 
of the meaneſt of my Diſciples, s cap of cold 
water onely , in the name of a. diſciple, verily, I 
ſay unto you, he ſhall in no wiſe looſe his reward, 

And if ſo {mall a piece of Love ad Reſpe& 
to Griſt, extended to the Meaneſt of his Di- 
ſciples, ſhalt be ſo Sure of a Reward, what an 

Honourable Mention will be made of thoſe 

Noble Funds of Charity, by which-ſach a ge- 

nerous Care is taken, as to Feed the Hungry, 
Cloath the Naked, Inſtruct the Ignorant in the 

Principles of Religion; or of thoſe perpetual 
Springs of Charity, by which the Neceſſities 
of future Ages are provided for, and to be Sup- 

Mar. 25-40. plied. Verily I ſay unto you, in as much as ye have 

5 e Bretbren, 
faith Chriſt, ye have done it unto me. He him- 
ſelf is warm d and cheriſh d with the Almes we 
beſtow upon his poor Diſciples, and looks upon 

what is Denied to them, as Denied to Himſelf, 
e.4s. HVerilyT] ſay unto ous in as much as'ye did it not 
c to ane leaſt of theſe, ye did it not to me, 

It will be in vain to ſay, Lord when ſaw me 

#hee an hungred, or a thirſt. or a ſfrangen, or 
naked, or fik; or in priſon, and did not minifter 

unto thee? When did we ſee our Lord an hun- 

gred or a. thirſt? why, every time we meet 

with Perſons-who- ſtand in need of a Chart» 
table Support, our Lord ſaith we ſee Him in 


that poor and mean condition; and as we Love 


Him, we are Obliged to Relieve Them. 
RR Good 


(70, 


© Good Godl, N the Miſer, c or the Cove: n 

tous, the Extortioner or griping Uſurer ever 

Think of theſe things, or Reflect upon that 

ſtrict Enquiry, which the God of all e Will. cor. . 3. 

make into ſuch Denials at the laſt and Final 

Day of Retribution. Then they will too too 

late be Conyinced of the Truth of what good 

old Tobit told his Son, that. it was better to gave rob 1.8. 

almes than to lay A uþ 8 gold and of thoſe i. 

2 Words of the Lord I Ess Chriſt, how 4 2 35. 
ſaid, "Tis more bleſſed to 5 , than to receivos. 

Then they will know, that thoſe Tears and 

Cries of Diſtreſſed Orphans and Widows, which 

they were continually Deaf to, were exceeding 

Vocal, that they Pierc d the Clouds, and En- ._._.. 

tex d into the Ears of the Lord of Hoſts. | 

Such Charity as this, beſtowed upon ſuch 

poor Perſons as theſe, is the more A 

to Chriſt, becauſe it is done not with any Pro- 

ſpect of a Reward or Gratuity from then, but 

in a ſure Faith in his Promiſes, and a Firm Ex- 

2 of a Reward onely from Him, and i in 
re Obedience to his Command; who when 
e ſojourn d here in his Poor and Low Eſtate, | 

gave us this Char ©, When thou makeſt a dinner or Luk.14.12, 

a ſupper, call not thy joy nor thy brethren, neir + | 

ther thy kinſmen, nor thy rich neig bours ; leſt they | 

alſo bid thee again, a recompence be made thee. | 

But when thou makeſt a feaſt , call the poor, the | 

mains. eqn, aid ie fs wigs bo | 

. — ſſe cannot recompenſe thee: for t 

pod Auel. be recompenſed at the — of the Jo . = 

ele 


Gen. 1. 26. 


Prov. 14. 31. 
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of aa are the Perſons, whom our Savipur 
be eee im the farm of. a Servant; 
. to our Favour and Charity. And 
that 1 may more effectually Preſs this Duty, 


let us conſider, that the pooreſt Man living 
is Our Brother, made in the Image, and after the 
likeneſs of God, as we are; —— that ac- 
count it is, that we e 1 ar yr told in the 
Scripture, that # "fpreſſeng poor is an Injury 
and Reproach to his Mak bY And that all Acts 
of Mercy and Compaſſion ſhewn to Him are ſo 
many Inſtances ef Honour and men Paid to 
God Almighty himſelf. 

And that we may never want an opportu- 
nity to reflect on this grace of aur Lord I xs 
Chriſt , in becoming poor to make us rich, to 
ſhew our Faith in his Promiſes, and a well 
grounded Expectation of a recompence at the 
reſurrection of the juſt, God Almighty hath: aſ- 
ſured us, that there will be a conſtant ſucceſ- 


Hon of fuch Poor and Indigent perſons, as ſhall 


Ges continually ſtand in need of our Help and Re- 


Deut. v5. 11. 


lief. For , the poor ſhall never ceaſe out of the 
land: therefore 1 —— thee. ſa ng, thou ſhalt 
open thine hand wide unto thy brot 
and to thy needy in thy land. And for doing th 
God promiſeth to Bleſs the Charitable Giogs 
in every thing he ſhould put his hand unto. 

Jo conclude, to encourage us moſt. cffe- 
Eually to be zealous of theſe good-:works , let 
us conſider, that He from wt 4a we Expect 
Salvation, He who affords us the means of ** 

a 


, ts thy poor 


K 
(19) 

and hath Called us to the Hope of that Glory, 
which eye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neithar cor. x. 9. 
hath entred into the heart of man; that He who 
Laid down his Life to Bring us to Eternal Hap- 
pineſs, was Himſelf a Poor man. This ſhould 
teach us a gratefull Reſpect to the Poor for 
his ſake, who tool upon him the form of à Ser- 
vant, to teach us Humility and Reſpect to per- 
ſons in the loweſt degree of Miſery and Poverty. 

For ye nom the grate of our Lord | xs Us Chriſt, 
that though he was rich yet for your ſakes He became 
poor, that ye through bu poverty might be ricb. 

I ſhall ſhut up All with thoſe words of our 
Bleſſed Saviour to his Diſciples, when he was 
near upon concluding his Poor and Humble 
life, with .a ſerious Inſtance of Humility and 
Condeſcenfion in waſhing his diſciples Feet, and 
which may very readily be applied to All the 
other: Inftances of the Voluntary Humiliation 
of the Son of God for our ſake. N 

Know ye what 1 have done to you? Te tall job. 13 te, 
ne Maſter and Lord: and ye ſay well; for ſo 173 . 
am. If I then your Lord waſhed ' © 
your feet: ye ought alſo to waſh one anothers feet. 
For | have given you an example, that ye 
do as have done to you. If ye know theſe things, 
happy are ye if ye do then. 


Which God of his Infinite Mercy grant 
we may, &c. | 
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